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Exclusive Offer Available at:
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6790 Surge

$0*^

BlackBerry®
8520 Curve™

$0**

Rocket™ Mobile
Internet Stick

$0*

CONNECTING YOU 
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Exclusive Offer Available At
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25% off
Accessories
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roaming, options and taxes are extra and billed monthly.  Pricing/offer is subject to change without notice.*Device pricing and $25 mail in rebate is based on any new 2 year term data plan having minimum $30 monthly service fee, while stocks last. **Pricing and 
$25 mail in rebate is based on subscription to a new 3 year term activation having minimum $45 voice and data monthly service fee.  *^Pricing and $25 mail in rebate is based on subscription to a new 3 year term activation. Some conditions apply. Early cancellation 
fees apply. Visit www.rogers.com for details. BlackBerry, RIM, Research In Motion, SureType and related trade marks, names and logos are the property of Research in Motion Limited and are registered and/or used in the U.S. and countries around the world, used 
under license from Research in Motion Limited. ™Rogers and the Mobius design are  trademarks of Rogers Communications Inc. used under license or of Rogers Wireless Partnership All other brand names are trademarks of their respective owners © 2010.     

10401-100 Avenue, Morinville • 780-939-7443

Tressa Ripley would like to
welcome all her clients past
& present to visit her at her
new location at Entheos
Wellness Centre in
Morinville.

Bring in this ad for 10% off
your next esthetics
appointment with Tressa.

This Little Piggy Invested In...

G.I.C.s

REAL ESTATE

Which Little Piggy would you rather be?

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT SEMINAR
Thurs., Feb 25th, 6:30-8 pm • St. Albert
Call 780-699-6675 to RSVP (Seating Limited)

STOCK MARKET

If you are going to retire
and let your money work
for you,
Investing is a must.
The vehicle is a choice.

RSP ELIGIBLE
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St. Albert businessman offers $1 million prize for Canadian luge success at Vancouver Olympics

Luge prize not a stunt
BY CORY HARE

Staff Writer

Promising a $1 million payday for any
Canadian luger who snags a gold medal may
be garnering international publicity but it’s
not a silly publicity stunt, said Darren Weeks,
the owner of St. Albert-based Fast Track
Group.

The organization has pledged a million-dol-
lar prize if a Canadian luger wins an Olympic
gold medal. Canada has never medalled in
luge at the Olympics but this year’s team has
had a number of top-10 finishes and is a
threat to medal, Weeks said.

The $1 million would be split between the
athlete and the Canadian Luge Association. If
Canada produces more than one gold, the
athletes would share the prize money.

His company is also
offering $50,000 for each
silver and bronze medal.
There will be a $5,000
reward for the top
Canadian in men’s and
women’s singles and dou-
bles. The athletes can pock-
et all the cash.

The offer applies to the
Vancouver 2010 games or
the 2014 games in Sochi, Russia.

Weeks said he came up with the idea about
10 days ago.

“Just trying to do something different,” he
said.

“More than just financially, I wanted to
make sure they got a lot of exposure.”

“I thought, if we put a million dollars on the

line, I think that might get some publicity and
then more people will know what the luge
sport is all about, because very few people
even know what it is.”

The story has been picked up by media all
over the world.

Weeks insists it’s not a publicity stunt aimed
at generating interest in his financial educa-
tion company. He noted that his Fast Track
Group began sponsoring the luge team last
year after noticing the team was putting “For
Sale” signs on their helmets in an attempt to
attract sponsors.

“When I found out that they were for sale, I
was kind of embarrassed as a Canadian that
we had the Olympics coming up in 2010 and
they didn’t have a corporate sponsor,” Weeks
said. “I thought what the heck, let’s support a
little guy, an underdog.”

There were several things he had in com-
mon with the team: both are Alberta-based
and both use a fast track. His sponsorship is
worth more than $1 million over five years.

Weeks has heard the snickers that this mil-
lion dollar prize is just a publicity stunt with
zero chance of the prize being claimed.

“I made sure we did a five-year sponsorship
and also for those skeptics out there if they
think this is just publicity because, they’re not
going to win, one of the ladies came in fourth,
one of the guys came in fifth,” Weeks said.

“If it happens to be a gold medal in Russia,
I’ll still pay.”

Canadian Olympians who medal will
receive bonuses of $20,000 for gold, $15,000
for silver and $10,000 for bronze from the
Canadian Olympic Committee.

chare@stalbert.greatwest.ca
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Prize donor


