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I know very few people
under the age of 35 who have
a traditional | uilllw tele-
phone. What w

an unnecessary
sive throwhack in tl
ubiquitous cellphor

But there's somethin
be said for having a physical
telephone in your he
people with home off
helpful to have a separate
and | know from experience
that it's often easier to talk on
a traditional phone handset,
rather than moving around
to find the spot with the best
cellphone signal strength.

Enter voice over Internet
protocol, or VolP. This tech-
nology allows you to use
your Internet connection as
a phone line, and it's been
around for s — VolP actu-
ally forms tf kbone of the
so-called digital home phone
services offered by many tel-
cos and cable providers.

But there are now inexpen-
; all-inclusive products
that allow consumers to basi-
cally buy a phone service in
a box without she lling out a
monthly fee. Vet'T;

phone to the Internet, trans-
ing the phone into what

a traditional landline,
Unlike other options, the
NetTalk Duo doesn't need to
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Iw plugged into SO~
option,
fally useful for
travelling). Instead, it con-
nects direc 0 your broad-
band Inter mnllutmn
which for most people mes
plugging it into a port on their
cable modem or router.
The tiny device includes a
year of free local and North
merican long distance call-
1, with additional years cost-
9,95 each, ‘u‘mn:. up the
Ik Duo is done via the
www.nettalk.ca website and
takes only a few moments, at
which time you choose the
area code you want for your
phone number. It doesn’t
even need to be a local area
code — you can live in St
John's and h couver
phone numl hat's some-
how be to you,
Once the device is acti-
vated, plug any standard tel-
ephone into the Duo's phone

Retro handsets — It
you don't want an Internet-
connected phone thingamaijig
but still crave the physical
sensation of talking on a
phone, handsets such as the
Yubz Retro Handset ($49.95,
available at Roots stores) can
be connected to most mobile
phaones to give you an old-
school telephone sensation,

jack, and off you go. Pick up

the phone, hear a dial tone,

press buttons, talk to Mom.
The n perk is of hav-

|||), vour phone mated with

price — for $40 per y
get the same service:
540 per month through tra-
ditional telcos, including call
lay ing and
voicemail, One great feature
is that when someone leaves
YOU a message, y
email with it @
audio file. You can also rev
and download call history and
messages online.

The downside of a plug-
and-play Internet phone giz-
mos s relying on the stabil-
ity of your cannection. If your
Internet goes down, the phone
does too, If your connection
is slow or otherwise poor, it
affect call quality,
And even witha
robust connec-
tion, the nor-
mally clear ca
on the NetT:
Duo can
s a small
to pay, lit-
Iy, for having
adesktop phone
in my home
office that | can
use to call any-

but 1 will be giv-
ing it a hit of a rest,

DID YOU KNOW: Mobile takeover

There's no data yet on how many people in Canada use
cellplmesmtheirpﬁmaryphmenumhr but consider this

there were over 24 million mobile

year,
subscrlhers- in a country of just over 34 million people!

Terrestrial talking

Landlines get a welcome online upgrade with new NetTalk Duo

NetTalk Duo

Price: $79.95, with a year of local and North
American long distance calls; additional years
are $39.95. Available at Sears, Zellers and most
major retailers. Verdict: While call quality will
depend on your connection, the NetTalk Duo
offers a suite of attractive features and solid
customer support for an affordable price.

If you want a more traditional telephone experience at home but don't want to

shell out big bucks for a landline, here are some other options to look at.

Vonage — Like NetTalk,
Vonage (www.vonage.ca) plugs
directly into your broadband
connection. The service costs
$20 to $30 per month, but
plans offer more features, with
the top-tier including free calls

to dozens of different countries.

MagicJlack —The
darling of infomercials, the
Magic Jack (www.magicjack.
com) is an easy-to-use
Internet telephone device
with a key limitation — it
must plug into your powered-
on computer to work.




