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Leo Payment suffers from dia-
betes, has undergone a quadruple 
heart bypass and has survived 
two strokes.

He also has severe hearing 
loss, and was desperate to hear 
his loved ones again, especially 
his granddaughter who speaks 
softly.

But the 64-year-old Carrollton 
resident has no financial means 
to purchase new hearing aids. So 
he wrote an emotional letter to the 
Beltone Hearing Care Foundation 
to request them. 

On Friday, Payment was select-
ed and fitted for new hearing aids 
provided by the foundation.

“He has developed this loss 
over his entire life,” said Pat Alli-
son, a licensed hearing instru-
ment specialist. “With these 
hearing aids we will be able to 
program them, through a com-
puter, to his exact needs. We have 
to adjust them over a period of 
time because if we were to set it at 
the exact degree that he needs, it 
would shock-startle him.”

Allison said that when a per-
son has a hearing loss, the brain 
misses out on certain sounds and 
it will forget how to understand 
speech. Once it gets to a certain 
point, hearing aids would be use-
less and nothing could be done.

“I have three grandchildren,” 
said Payment. “It is so difficult to 
understand them even though 
they talk clearly.”

Allison said that Payment’s type 
of hearing loss is quite common. 
He said that to many people it 
seems to be a joke, but those with 
severe hearing loss can develop 
family and marriage problems.

“He can hear low frequen-
cies but certain high voices, like 
some women and children, he 
can’t hear,” said Allison. “He can 
hear the words but some he can’t 
differentiate like ‘late’ and ‘lake.’ 
With these hearing aids, he will 
be able to hear the dif ference 
between them.”

Allison took Payment through 
the steps on how to put them on. 
Using a computer, Allison turned 
on the hearing aids and Payment 

was able to pick up sounds his 
brain could not. Payment could 
hear the rainfall outside the win-
dow, the crumpling of paper, and 
keys jingling.

“I am most excited to hear my 
grandchildren speak,” said Pay-
ment. “My granddaughter speaks 
so softly and I can hardly ever 
hear her. I constantly had to tell 
her to speak up because I could 
never hear her.”

Allison said the difficult thing 
about a hearing loss is that it hap-
pens slowly over a period of time. 
Many people who experience it do 
not notice it.

“Payment has the most com-
mon hearing loss, but unfortu-
nately the toughest to treat,” said 
Allison. “He is always going to 

misunderstand words but with 
the hearing aids, we will be able 
to stop that nerve damage pro-
cess and that is why we offer the 
lifetime care so it will never get 
worse from this point on.”

Allison said that only about 
four people in the Atlanta area 
were selected by the Beltone 
foundation for new hearing aids.

“This is all new to me,” said 
Payment. “It feels so good 
to hear ever ything going on 
now, and I never thought that 
this would happen. I am very 
happy to have been selected by 
the foundation for these hear-
ing aids. My grandchildren do 
not know about me getting these 
new hearing aids so it will be a 
great surprise for them.”

Foundation has area 
resident hearing again
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Beltone comes to the 
aid of Carrollton man A clerk told police 

she was slapped by 
a robber after three 
males kicked open a 
door at a Carrollton 
motel Friday.

The female clerk 
who  was  on  duty 
told police that the 
males kicked open 
the employees-only 
entrance door on the 
side of the Econolodge 
Inn and Suites on Cen-
tennial Road and came 
into the of fice where 
she was.

O n e  i n t r u d e r 
slapped the clerk and 
he and the other two 
males left with about 
$300 stolen from the 
cash register.

O n e  s u s p e c t 
was described as black 
with a muscular build, 
with short black hair, 
wearing a gray short-
sleeve shir t ,  black 
pants, black shoes, 
and a black hat that 
appeared to have a 
Nike symbol on the 
front.

A  s e c o n d  s u s -
pect was described 
as a black male who 
a p p e a r e d  t o  h a v e 
shoulder-length black 
dreads ,  wear ing a 
black zip-up hooded 
jacket,  white shir t 
underneath, dark-col-
ored shorts, and white 
or gray shoes.

The third suspect, 
the clerk said, was 
a  black male with 
b l o n d e  e a r - l e n g t h 
dreads who was wear-
ing a black and white-
striped hooded jacket, 
white bandana over 
his face, white shir t 
under jacket, black 
pan ts ,  and  br own 
shoes.

C a r r o l l t o n 
p o l i c e  s a i d  t h e y 
were posting a video of 
the surveillance foot-
age to their Facebook 
page.

In an unrelated inci-
dent, several of ficers 
responded to a 911 call 
in reference to shots 
fired at SOMA Apart-
ments on Hay’s Mill 
Road in Carrollton.

A  f e m a l e  r e s i -
dent told police that 
she, her child and her 
boyfriend were in their 
apar tment and that 
when she took her 
child to the bathroom 
there was a knock on 
the door.

She said that when 
her boyfriend went to 
answer the door, two 
males forced them-
selves inside the apart-
ment. The first male 
suspect was wearing 
all black with a black 
hat and the second 
male  suspec t  was 
wearing a white shirt, 
a r my fa t igue -s ty le 
shorts and a red hat.

She said that when 
the  male  suspect , 
wear ing a l l  b lack, 
came into the apar t-
ment he and her boy-
friend began to fight. 
During the fight, the 
suspect wearing all 
black showed a gun.

The second sus-
pect, wearing the red 
hat, entered the apart-
ment and appeared to 
take the gun from the 
male who was wearing 
all black.

The female resident 
said she then heard 
what she thought was 
a firecracker, but then 
noticed her boyfriend 
bleeding from the foot. 
After the shot was 
fired, the two males 
ran out of the front 
door in an unknown 
direction.

The female resi -
dent said she then 
panicked, called her 
mother first, then 911 
after. Of ficers asked 
if she knew whether 
her boyfriend had any 
problems with anyone, 
and she said no.

She then told of fi-
cers that she and her 
boyfriend were going 
through a tough time. 
He had left for about a 
week but had recently 
returned. As of ficers 
were talking with her, 
the boyfr iend was 
taken to a hospital.

Two other witness-
es were inter viewed 
and the investigation 
is still ongoing.

Clerk assaulted
during robbery at 
Carrollton motel
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Pat Allison shows Leo Payment how to place his hearing aid inside his 
left ear.
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campuses began hold-
ing information ses-
sions this month to talk 
with faculty and stu-
dents about the change, 
which also creates a 
mish-mash of exempted 
areas.

The law excludes 
on-campus preschools, 
faculty or administra-
tive of fices, disciplin-
ary hearings and class-
rooms being used by 
high school students 
taking college courses. 
Also of f-limits to con-
cealed weapons are dor-
mitories, fraternity and 
sorority houses, and ath-
letic facilities.

The University of 
West Georgia has held 
several educational and 
information sessions on 
campus for faculty, staff, 
and students regarding 
the law.

“As part of this com-
munication regarding 
the provisions of the 
new law, information 
has also been shared 
as to where faculty, 
staf f and students can 
find additional guid-
ance should they have 
questions,” said Jamie 
Bower, UWG’s associate 
vice president for Uni-
versity Communications 
and Marketing. “In addi-
tion, the UWG police 
have had several train-
ing sessions regarding 
the proper enforcement 
of this new law, which 

has also been shared 
with the university com-
munity.”

West Georgia Tech-
nical College Market-
ing Coordinator Ben 
Chambers said that at 
West Georgia Tech the 
focus has remained on 
providing a safe and 
secure environment for 
the campus community, 
as well as “our college’s 
mission, which is to pro-
vide technical, academic 
and adult education 
and training focused on 
building a well-educat-
ed, globally competitive 
workforce in Georgia.”

“Our college will con-
tinue to follow the laws 
of the state,” said Cham-
bers. “We work through 
our own campus police 
to provide education 

about the legislation to 
faculty, staf f and stu-
dents. The bottom line 
is that WGTC expects 
individuals car r ying 
weapons to understand 
and follow the law. Our 
campuses will continue 
to provide campus secu-
rity drills and active 
shooter training, as we 
have been doing over 
the past several years.”

Questions have been 
asked as to how Cam-
pus Carry will apply to 
primar y and second-
ar y schools. Carroll-
ton Police Chief Joel 
Richards said that ele-
mentary through high 
schools are not going to 
be affected by this law 
and that Campus Carry 
applies only to universi-
ties and colleges.

CARRY

Pat Allison fits a hearing aid into Leo Payment’s ear.

PRIMARY
HEALTH CARE CLINIC

4248 Mt. Zion Road
P.O. Box 658

Mt. Zion, Georgia 30150
770-836-0103

LESLIE COTTRELL, M.D.
Medical Director

PURPOSE OF OUR CLINICS
The purpose of the clinics is to provide a source of quality heath care services to everyone in the area while
maintaining fees that are reasonable. We serve children and adults of all ages and stress health promotion and
illness prevention.

Patients are evalutated and treate at the clinics by family nurse practitioners(FNF). This is an advanced practice
registered nurse (APRN() who received advanced education and training which prepared her to perform some
functions traditionally performed by physicians. The FNP has passed a national certification test which qualifies
her to be a specialist in the area of family practice.

PHYSICIAN
Leslie T. Cottrell, M.D. supervises and consults with the nurse practitioners. She makes regularly scheduled on-
site visits at each of our clinics as well as being available by phone at any time.

OUR FAMILY NURSE PRACTITIONERS
-Cherry Toney, APRN Rotates to all Clinics -Lee Haynes, APRN Whitesburg Clinic
-Ann Hastings, APRN Franklin Clinic -Robin Baggett, APRN Mt. Zion Clinic

CHERRY TONEY, R.N.C.
Family Nurse Practitioner

41, Wellingon Mill Road
P.O. Box 339

Whitesburg, Georgia 30185
770-836-0504

INSURANCE
BCBS-PPO Only
United Health Care

Cigna
Aetna

Humana

MEDICAID
Peach State
WellCare

Amerigroup
Traditional

MEDICARE - TRADITIONAL
UHC Medicare

Humana Medicare


