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Lawyer’s Search for Wallenberg
Hits Bookshelves

Morms Wolff’s quest to find Holocaust hero continues

Sernmy Hudes

Morris Wolff, a2 prominent intemnational
lawyer who has devoted hag life to find-
ing ard rescuing Holocaust hero, Raoul
Wallenberg, has wntten 3 book about the
subject. Titled “Whatever Happened 1o
Racul Wallerberg "™ the book sells for just
§9.90 on the Kinde or $2495 in paper-
back In it the Philadephia lawyer tells
the complete story of his joumney in at-
tempt to find Wallenberg through filing
a precedent-setting lawsut, speaking o
former US. Presidents and outing the lies
tald by Russian officials in court

The story begns with Wallenberg who
was from Sweden travelling to Budapest,
Hingary in 1944 #t therequest ofthe U S
governaient. [n an Etempi to form a war
refugee board made up of diplom ats from
neutral countries, he was magned to act
as a watchdog tn Europe. Wallerbesg de-
cided to go beyond his duties creating
methods and strateges for rescuing Jews,
such as 1sming protective passports to pre-
vent them from being deported Wallenberg
threatened the Soviet army, who wished to
impose military domination to stop abusing
Tewish women of else he would serwe = 2
witness at their war cnmestnals A thomin
their side, the Sowets handled the problem
by aresting Wallenberg,

Wholff entered the story in March of 1983,
with Wallenberg having already besn in
custody for 39 years Askedwhat he could
do, Wolff suggested filing 2 lawnut agans
the Soviets, claiming kidnapping and othes
criminal behaviour that violded Wallen-
berg's nights, Wolff tock hold of the shap,
pro borno, and began researching at the
University of Pernsylvania law library He
consulted with professors from universities
around the U S, including Harvard Yale,
Columbia Chicago ard the Universty of
Houston. He was determinedtorescus Wal-
lenberg

“He was 2 forgoiten man when [ frst
took the case,” Wolf¥ tells Shalom Toronto
“Nobody knew Wallenberg's name.

Pnor to filing the lawsut, Wolff serd 2
letter tothen U5 President, Ronald Reagan
pointing out s absolute power under the
US Hostages Act to demand the releass of
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Whatever Happened To Raoul Wallenberg?

The true story of Holocaust hero Raoul Wallenberg
and the author’s efforts 1o rescue him
from Soviet Union imprisonment

Wallenberg a Unted States citizen, from
Rusaan captivity. Unfortunately, 2 Wolff
would learn later on, 2 conspracy imvolv-
ing the State Depariment Legal Counsel
kept the letter off the Preadert’s desk

Wolff procesded to file the lawant
against the Russians in February of 1984, in
the US Federd Courtin Washingon D C
He won the case and the judge awarded
Wallenberg's family a total of $39 milkion
n damages, $1 millionfor each of his years
in cagtivty up to that point. Urfortunately,
thiz d&d not lead to Wallenberg's release,
which was the more important 1sue on
Wolff"s agenda.

[y goal was] ovwoualy to fird Wallen-
berg alive,” he sad

Many believe that ‘Wallenberg passed
away shortly after Wotld War IL as thisis
what was reported by the Russan govem-
mert

"Thete was rever any evidence he was
dead The Russians kept making up lies and
stories tha he had ded "™ said WolfT, refus-
ng to buy such excuses. “He had never
died There wasnobamsof it and [the judge]
found that there was no bass of it He ac-
cused the Russians of lying The judge sad
that he found Rusman clams of tus death
totally without credibildy ™

Canada tightens relationship

Conhnued from front

renewahle energy.

“Canaian sciertists and researchers
have a world-class repulation for inmo-
vation and crealivity, and collaborating
wath key trading partners such as [sad
will continue to benefit citizens in both
courdries” said Mirdster Fast. "From
transforming ses water into fresh water to
developing more fuel-efficent cars and
developing new technologies for treating

cancer, our researchers will remam at the
forefront of newr technologes ™

Minister Fast announced the funding
following the conclusion of the Canada-
lsrael Technology Innovation Summit,
which took place in Tel Awiv on July 7,
2011. The surnrot was & result of a meet-
ing m Otawa n June 2010 between Pnme
Mindster Rtephen Harper and lamael's
Prime Mini ter B erjarrin Netanyahu

Morris Wolff

Wolff has mel with other notable politi-
cians regarding Wallenbesg's release, in-
cluding former U S. Presidert, Bill Clinton
111 1993, Clinton has praised WolfT's book,
callingit a display of “how much one man
can do to achiewe justice ™

“The case took up about 60% of my
time,” Wolff sad “Tt was my mam focus.
I thought it was my duty [ was a fortunae
Jewith young man able 1o Hve in a free
country, Wallenberg had cared deeply about
the Jewish people He had shown respect
for the Jewizh people and [ thought 1t was
an excellent opportursty to do my part”

Wolff adds that “the 1ssue 15 shll alive,”
27 years after wirnung the lawsut In Sep-
tember, he and s team will be heading
back 1o the US Supreme Court to argue
for the reinstaement of the 1984 judgment.
He estim ates that the ongmal $3% million m
damages15 now worth soem ewhere between
$120 mallion to $132 million Welff would
Inke to ust the maney to form a foundation
called “The Raoul Wallenberg Institute for
Auschwitztic Studes”

“[The Foundation] will focus on why
good people do good things for no reasen
that benefits them,” he says “We'll have
young people who care about the world wm
scholarships to that place and get trained in
international law, mtemationa politics and
psychology”

Wolff says that ¢t grves him satisfaction
10 see somany honours given to Raou Wal-
lenberg around the world, such as having
streets, schools and monuments named af-
ter lim.

“[l fedl] excellent because 1 helped to
precipitate all that [t wasa'tuntil | sued the
Soviets, wenl on national TV and spoke to
25 miflion people aboul the temble myus-
tice of s atting mcommunicado in a So-
viel prison and that’s when the whole thing
broke loose "

The book 15 continuously being updated
according to Wolff, and with that in mind
the author has a special request

Greater Toronto If there are people who

“To the wonderfil Jewish commuty of

wege fortunate 1o know Wallenbergin Bu-
dapest and would send me their comments
and their expeniences with him, that would
enhance the next edition of my book”

If not, there are still other ways fo kelp
the cause, he =ys

“Be sersitive 10 issues of human abuse.
I look ackion and [ believe in the value of
talang action Join forces with others to do
something about it™

To purchase a copy of the book in pa-
perback or on the Kindle, wat http: fwal-
lenberg edupublisher.com. To leave com.
ments regarding experiences with Raoul
Widlenberg submit them at hitp/fthewal-
leribesgrescushook com /askequestions php.
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