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Construction employment
660 — February Kittitas County

Professional services employment
450 — February Kittitas County

Manufacturing employment
480 — February Kittitas County

Wholesale trade employment
540 — Februrary Kittitas County
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By MADASYN CZEBINIAK
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

S itting in a conference 
room has become a 
thing of the past for 

some companies that have 
turned to more uncon-
ventional meeting meth-
ods to spark creativity and 
innovation among their 
employees.

Take Pittsburgh-based 
Crons, for instance.

The company, which 
creates motivational 
apparel and nutritional 
products, has employees 
doing push-ups at its 
meetings. Even if they’re in 
dresses or suits.

“There’s always a little 
glare in the eye and people 
say, ‘What?’ “ said Sotiris 
Aggelou, vice president 
of brand development for 
the company. “The reason 
we love the exercise is you 
don’t have to be dressed a 
certain way or have equip-
ment on hand. You can do it 
anywhere. Wherever there’s 
a flat surface, you can do a 
push-up.”

Unconventional meetings 
have gained popularity 
in the past 10 to 15 years, 
according to Kelly Peacy, 
senior vice president of 
education and events for 
the Professional Conven-
tion Management Associa-
tion in Chicago.

“People have come to 
expect more for their time. 
Their time is very valuable,” 
Peacy said. “The experi-
ence you’re trying to create 
is competing with a lot of 
different things. You want 
to give them something 
they feel is an experience 
so they find it valuable and 
want to come back.”

According to Aggelou, 
push-up get-togethers are 
valuable because they bring 
out the personality and 
work ethic of employees — 
and prospective employees.

“We’re looking to create 
a team, to set a goal. If 
the time comes and we’re 
looking for someone to stay 
late or finish a project, we 
don’t have to worry about 
someone not thinking the 
same way we are.”

Others, like Nathan 
Martin, CEO of Deeplocal, 
a Pittsburgh-based innova-
tion company, try to avoid 
formal meetings altogether.

“We’re pretty uncon-
ventional in the way we 
work, so we try not to have 
many scheduled meetings,” 
Martin said. “Generally, a 
lot of day gets eaten up by 
meetings that are unnec-
essary or unproductive. 
To me, it’s really about a 
culture for us. I think it’s 
important to pay attention 
to when a meeting is not 
necessary.”

Mixing 
up board 
meetings

ELLENSBURG

CWU launches new  
IT master’s degree

Central Washington University 
will offer the state’s first one-year 
master of science degree in 
information technology and 
administrative management next 
fall, according to a news release.

The new degree program is the 
first to receive funding through 
the university’s Innovation Fund, 
which, in part, helps sponsor new 
campus initiatives that have the 

potential to grow student enroll-
ment and respond to the needs of 
state business and industry.

The class will be available online 
and at the Ellensburg campus.

The field’s median salary 
range is $97,000, said program 
coordinator Natalie Lupton. For 
full-time, in-state students, that’s 
more than four times the cost of 
the program, she said.

The program is designed for 
students going into, moving up or 
cross-training in the workplace, 
Lupton said. Instead of a thesis, 

students will complete a yearlong 
research project.

ELLENSBURG

Dry Creek home joins 
food drive effort

Ellensburg’s Dry Creek Retire-
ment and Assisted Living home 
is joining with other homes in 
a nationwide effort to combat 
hunger among seniors as part of 
National Food Month.

According to a news release, 

Dry Creek and other Emeritus 
Senior Living company homes 
hope to deliver more than 
10,000 meals to seniors over 60 
days.

“Seniors may not get the 
nutrition they need for a variety 
of reasons,” said Dry Creek 
Executive Director Monica 
Bruya in the release.  “For some, 
it’s due to a lack of financial 
resources, for others, a lack of 
reliable transportation. And 
in many cases, isolation and 
depression have caused seniors 

to lose interest in cooking and 
eating healthfully.”

The campaign is an exten-
sion of Dry Creek’s home visits 
program, where senior living 
professionals visit people in their 
homes to identify where they 
could use help and connect them 
with the services they need.
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E-mail jmarkell@kvnews.com 
or go to dailyrecordnews.com and 
look under “B section” to submit 
information for the Daily Record’s 
business page.
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By NICOLE KLAUSS
staff writer

The last available 39 con-
dos at the Lodge at Sunca-
dia will go to auction on 

May 25.
The condos will be sold 

through a live ballroom 
auction, along with simulta-
neous bidding online. People 
bidding onsite will be able to 
see bids from people online 
via a monitor in the ballroom. 
Online bidders will be able to 
see the auction in the ballroom 
through a web camera.

“An auction is just an acceler-
ated version of marketing,” 
Suncadia managing director 
Roger Beck said. “What we’re 
hopeful to do is sell the 
remaining condos in an after-
noon rather than have it drag out 
for months. From our standpoint 
it makes business sense.”

Suncadia has owned the 
condo units since they were 
completed six years ago, Beck 
said and “We would like to sell 
them.”

Options
Kennedy Wilson, a California-

based real estate investment 
company, will conduct the 
auction. Bidders will be able 
to choose from one-bedroom, 
two-bedroom and penthouse 
units.

“We’ve worked with Suncadia 
before,” said Rhett Winchell, 
president of Kennedy Wilson. 
“We did an auction in 2012 for 
the project and we auctioned 
off 30-plus units ... now it’s the 
last 39 units. It’s a developer 
closeout.”

Starting bids on fully-
furnished one-bedroom, 
two-bedroom and penthouse 
condominiums range from 

$75,000 to $160,000. The homes 
were previously priced from 
$495,900 to $999,900. 

The condos are all fully 
furnished and feature stainless 
steel appliances in the kitchen, 
hardwood flooring and granite 
slab counters, deep tubs in the 
bathrooms, gas fireplaces and 
entertainment systems.

“What we see happening ... 
there’s a lot of people who have 
interest that maybe haven’t 
purchased before,” Winchell 

said. “Now the auction creates 
a sense of urgency for those 
buyers. They have to act now or 
there’s not going to be anything 
left at the property.”

Interest
People can view the home 

options prior to the auction by 
visiting the Lodge at Suncadia.

A free in-person and online 
seminar will be offered at 1 
p.m. May 18 to teach people 
about the auction process, 

bidding strategies and quali-
fying for financing in advance. 
To sign up for the seminar or 
register for the auction, visit 
SuncadiaCondoAuction.com.

The auction for the 39 
luxury condominiums begins 
at 1 p.m. May 25 at the Lodge 
at Suncadia. The auction is 
expected to last 1 1/2 hours. 
Registered bidders should 
arrive no later than noon.

“As we get closer and closer 
to the auction, the momentum 
will build,” Winchell said. 

For more information about 
the auction, go to the auction 
information office at The Lodge 
at Suncadia, located at 3600 
Suncadia Trail in Cle Elum. The 
office is open from 11 a.m. to 6 
p.m. daily.

Brian Myrick / Daily Record

The Lodge condominiums at Suncadia near Cle Elum on Tuesday. The remaining condos will be auctioned off on May 25.

The highest bidder
Suncadia auctioning off remaining condos

Contributed

An look inside one of the 39 condos at The Lodge at Suncadia that will be 
auctioned off on May 25.

Recapitalization
Suncadia successfully sold its 

property back to itself in a public 
auction on April 18. 

The sale was the final phase of 
the resort’s complex, multi-year 
recapitalization process. 

New Suncadia LLC initiated 
the final phase in January by 
filing legal paperwork to remove 
the deeds of trust from the land 
title. The auction was required to 
remove the deeds.

Suncadia managing director 
Roger Beck said the auction went 
as expected and there were no 
competing bidders.

The auction of the condos at 
the Lodge at Suncadia is not tied 
to the previous auction. 

“They’re unrelated,” Beck said.
— Nicole Klauss

How companies 
are taking 
‘bored’ out of 
the board room

See Board, Page B2


