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TOdAy’S OBITuARIES 
Zietta Hatcher, 90, Cordova 
Mary Bynum, 89, Pinehurst 

Danielle Robinson, 40, Rockingham 
Lucille Stanback, 82, Rockingham 

By Christine S. Carroll
Staff Writer

ROCKINGHAM — Hamlet native Clayvon 
Scott Sr. will come home to Richmond County on 
Saturday to sign copies of his book, “Knocked Off 
Balance: Unexpected Events That Change Our 
Course of Life.”

For Scott, 50, those events have included being 
born the 16th child to a mother abandoned to pov-
erty, and suffering through friends’ and family’s 
anxiety, depression and abuse.

Scott’s answer to the travails life has thrown at 
him and them: a relationship with Jesus Christ.

“I had a whole lot of unexpected events hap-
pen in my life,” Scott said Thursday. “I wanted to 
share, to help inspire (others) to overcome some 
of their obstacles.”

He wants, he said, to inspire resolve, happiness, 
hope.

“I touch on a whole lot” in the book, Scott said 
— relationships, gun violence, work stress. But 
mostly, his message is that those who incorporate 
Jesus into their lives “get through it (all) in the 
best way.”

Scott, a 1986 graduate of Richmond Senior 
High School, now lives in Nashville with his sons.

He will sign books from 10 a.m. t0 2 p.m. Sat-
urday, at Leath Memorial Library, 412 E. Franklin 
St., Rockingham.

Divine Alliance Publishing prints “Knocked 
Off Balance,” which was released in paperback 
last year. The book costs $21.95 and is available 
online, in bookstores and in libraries.

Reach Christine Carroll at 910-817-2673 or christinecarroll@
yourdailyjournal.com.

Billy Graham funeral to serve as final crusade
By Tom Foreman Jr.
and Jonathan Drew
Associated Press

CHARLOTTE — As 
his public appearances 
dwindled in recent 
years, the Rev. Billy 
Graham began choos-
ing songs, scripture and 
speakers for one last 
public opportunity to 
spread the Gospel — 
his own funeral.

‘I can hear you!’
By Gavin Stone
Staff Writer

ROCKINGHAM — 
Immediately after the 
birth of her daughter in 
1996, Virginia Walters 
noticed a problem: She 
couldn’t hear her baby 
crying.

She remembers it 
getting “really loud” in 
the hospital room just 
prior, and demanded 
her husband find out if 
the baby was breathing 
at all. 

But the baby was 
fine — it was Walters’ 
hearing that was the 
problem.

“There’s nothing more 
important than hearing 
your child cry — noth-
ing,” Walters, 55, said. 

“If I could bring that 
moment back, I would 
raise her all over again.”

It was 13½ hours 
before she would hear 
her daughter cry for 
the first time, a delay 
that she won’t let hap-
pen again when her 
grandchild is born this 
October. 

This time, she’ll have 
her new hearing aids 
courtesy of the Beltone 
Hearing Care Founda-
tion which donated the 
devices after she and 
Eric Hanse, a hearing 
instrument specialist 
with Beltone in Rock-
ingham, wrote a letter 
detailing her struggles.

“I will not miss that 
cry,” she said after 
adjusting to the new 

aids Thursday after-
noon.

Ever since her daugh-
ter’s birth it’s sounded 
like she’s underwater. 

Her own voice, those 

of her loved ones, the 
music at church, the 
chirps of her canary, 
Petey, have been muf-
fled for 22 years.

Author returns home 
for book signing

Pickup driver cited in 18-wheeler rollover
By Gavin Stone
Staff Writer

ROCKINGHAM — 
The driver of the blue 
Ford pickup involved in 
the collision Wednesday 
night that resulted in a 
tractor-trailer transport-
ing wood chips flipping 
over has been given a 
citation for failing to see 
before starting, accord-
ing to Rockingham 
Police.

The driver of the 
pickup was taken away 
on a stretcher by EMS 

and taken to FirstHealth 
Moore Regional Hospital 
to receive treatment. The 
other driver was evalu-
ated at the scene but 
did not require further 
treatment, according to 
the police report on the 
incident.

The citation, G.S. 
20-154 (a), states that, 
“The driver of any 
vehicle upon a highway 
or public vehicular area 
before starting, stopping 
or turning from a direct 
line shall first see that 
such movement can be 

made in safety…” This 
citation, when resulting 
in a wreck, carries a pen-
alty of no less than $500, 
according to state law.

Detective Shawn Pax-
ton said, based on a dia-
gram of the wreck, that 
the pickup was crossing 
East Broad Avenue from 
the Ichiban side of Wal-
nut Lane and pulled out 
in front of the tractor-
trailer. Paxton said the 
tractor-trailer was going 
the speed limit, 45 miles 

Firefighters used cargo to soak up spilled fuel

Donation restores mother’s hearing

LeGaCy oF 
Love

Rockingham pastor 
Dian Griffin Jackson-
Davis, of Mount Zion 
United Church of 
Christ, describes the 
impact the late Rev. 
Billy Graham had on 
her as a child and 
her own journey into 
ministry. 

See page 7A.

Contributed photo
Hamlet native Clayvon Scott, who now lives in Nashville, 
Tennessee, will return to Richmond County this weekend for 
a book signing.

Photos by Gavin Stone | Daily Journal
eric Hanse, a hearing instrument specialist with Beltone in Rockingham, puts in virginia Walters’ new hearing aids that were donated to 
her by the Beltone Hearing Care Foundation.

virginia Walters reacts to the first sounds she heard with her new 
hearing aids in on Thursday at the Beltone office in Rockingham.

See DONATION | 5A

Photo by Olivier Douliery | Abaca Press/TNS
Well-wishers walk past the casket of the Rev. Billy Graham on 
Wednesday, February 28, 2018 as he lies in honor in the Rotunda of 
the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C. See CRUSADE | 5A

William R. Toler | Daily Journal
Wood chips are strewn across east Broad avenue Wednesday night after the tractor-trailer hauling 
them overturned during a collision with a pickup truck. See ROLLOVER | 5A
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A&E 36 (5:00) Live PD Live PD / (:05) Live PD Live PD (L) 118 265 

AMC 27 (5:00) < Bruce Almighty < +++ Jaws (1975, Horror) Richard Dreyfuss, Robert Shaw, Roy Scheider. < Jaws 2 (‘78, Hor) 130 254 

ANPL 38 Treehouse Masters Treehouse Masters Treehouse Masters (N) Treehouse Masters (N) Tanked! (N) / (:05) Treeh. 184 282 

BET 59 (5:30) < +++ Rush Hour (‘98, Act) (:35) < ++ Rush Hour 3 (‘07, Act) Jackie Chan, Chris Tucker. The Quad "Native Son" 124 329 

BRAVO 37 (5:55) Housewives Atl. (:55) Housewives Atlanta Medic. "D.N.A.-DAY" Medic. "In the Black" (N) Relative Success (N) 129 273 

CMT 51 Last Man Last Man Last Man < ++ Coyote Ugly (‘00, Com/Dra) Adam Garcia, Piper Perabo. Music City Music City 166 327 

CNBC 34 Mad Money Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank 208 355 
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Two months ago, after 
she realized that she could 
no longer take care of her 
family without being able 
to hear them, Walters — 
a Bennettsville, South 
Carolina, resident and 
West Virginia-native — 
walked into Hanse’s office 
for a consultation. Hanse 
said she had “significant” 
hearing loss, and that she 
was having to do extra 
work in conversation to 
compensate. She could 
never afford to buy quality 
hearing aids which cost 
thousands.

“You put the needs of 
your children before your 
own,” Walters said.

Hanse decided to try to 
find an alternative. The 
Beltone Hearing Care 
Foundation is a 501c3 
charitable organization 
that donates hearing aids 
to those in need but are 
without the means to pay 
for them. This was the 
first donation the founda-
tion has made in Rocking-
ham.

“She has truly shown 
me what it means to have 
a loss (of hearing) and the 
total impact it can have on 
your life,” Hanse wrote in 
a letter to the foundation. 
“A person can read all 
about the impact of a dis-
ability but to truly grasp 
the impact, you have to 
look into their eyes. That 
is what I did with Mrs. 

Walters.”
Her impairment forced 

her to rely on lip-reading 
in conversation and put-
ting her foot up against 
the speakers at church 
to know when the key of 
the music changed. She 
considers herself a people 
person who loves hearing 
what others have to say.

“Your hearing is special. 
If you can’t hear those 
three words (I love you), 
you have to lip read and 
you better hope you get it 
right — otherwise, there 
goes that special relation-
ship,” Walters said.

At her job as a registrar 
at the hospital, she said 
patients are “forced to 
scream” their personal 
information to her which 
she worries will violate 
federal privacy laws if 
someone were to hear. At 
worst, she fears getting 
the information wrong 
and endangering the 
patient.

When she arrived at 
Hanse’s office shortly after 

noon on Thursday, she 
stopped in the doorway as 
if she’d reached the end of 
a long journey and said, 
“I’m scared to death.”

Hanse and Walters 
embraced in the lobby. “I 
told you I was going to 
help,” he said, while she 
nodded, emotional. “You 
have waited long enough.”

She said she had been 
up since 2 a.m. the night 
before, unable to sleep. 
Once in his office, Hanse 
opened a box revealing 
the two small pods with 
wires hanging off of them 
that would change her 
life. Once the hearing aids 
were in place and turned 
on, with Walters anxiously 
waiting for the first noise, 
she caught back-chatter 
from the hallway and 
jumped, “I can hear you!”

Walters’ emotions were 
too much for her and she 
began to cry tears of joy. 
Hanse spoke to her softly, 
“This is real.”

“You’re telling me,” she 
replied. “And you’re not 

even shouting.”
Hanse walked out in 

the hallway about 20 feet 
away and spoke at the 
same volume he was when 
they were two feet away 
— she heard him without 
any hesitation. The right-
side hearing aid died at 
one point, but Hanse gave 
Walters a spare. The bat-
teries cost about $1 each, 
and last four to eight days, 
depending on usage.

Thinking of the pos-
sibilities, Walters said 
she wanted to return to 
Niagra Falls with her fam-
ily to hear the thunder of 
the water, and also remem-
bered that she would need 
to turn her car’s radio 
down a few notches.

The hearing aids are 
able to connect to Walters’ 
iPhone which will allow 
her to control the volume 
of her hearing aids, as 
well as play music and 
FaceTime directly through 
them.

“What we’ve managed 
to do is connect her back 
to her life and the conver-
sations she’s wanted to be 
in,” Hanse said.

He took a moment to 
reflect on his career as 
Walters prepared to leave. 
He said he never knew 
what he wanted to do in 
life, but knew he wanted 
to make people happy.

“Your smile is my sala-
ray today,” Hanse said.

Reach Gavin Stone at 910-817-2674 
or gstone@yourdailyjournal.com.

From page 1A

Donation

Gavin Stone | Daily Journal
Eric Hanse shows Virginia Walters her new hearing aids that 
were donated to her by the Beltone Hearing Care Foundation.

From page 1A

Crusade

Plans for Friday’s 
service took shape in 
the years after his last 
crusade in 2005 as he 
huddled with confi-
dants and loved ones 
in his North Carolina 
mountain home. Musi-
cians who had shared 
Graham’s stage would 
sing. Some of the best 
preachers Graham knew 
— his own children — 
would deliver personal 
messages.

And evoking the “Can-
vas Cathedral” revivals 
that helped launch his 
ministry seven decades 
ago, mourners would 
gather under a tent to 
pay their final respects. 
For his family, the idea 
became capturing the 
feeling of the crusades 
that made Graham 
“America’s Pastor” and 
the world’s best-known 
Protestant preacher of 
his era.

“His fingerprints are 
on this service for sure,” 
family spokesman Mark 
DeMoss said in a phone 
interview. “The Graham 
family has long consid-
ered that his funeral 
eventually would really 
be his last crusade.”

Graham, who died last 
week at age 99, brought 
a message of salvation 
to millions during vis-
its and live broadcasts 
to scores of countries. 
While the invitation-
only crowd Friday on 
the grounds of his Char-
lotte library is limited 
to 2,000 or so, internet 
livestreams are allowing 
many more to watch at 
noon.

The service features 
songs from gospel musi-
cians who performed 
at Graham’s events: 
Linda McCrary-Fisher, 
Michael W. Smith and 
the Gaither Vocal Band. 
They are all friends who 
sang for Graham at his 
home in recent years, 
DeMoss said, adding: 
“They’re not just art-
ists.”

Graham’s oldest son, 

the Rev. Franklin Gra-
ham, will deliver the 
funeral message after 
shorter addresses by 
his other children. The 
service, expected to 
last about 90 minutes, 
also includes prayers by 
pastors from as close 
as Charlotte and as far 
away as Asia.

President Donald 
Trump is expected to 
attend.

Afterward, Billy Gra-
ham will be buried next 
to his wife in a memo-
rial prayer garden at the 
library, with his grand-
children serving as pall-
bearers. His casket was 
made of pine by inmates 
at the Louisiana State 
Penitentiary at Angola. 
The grave marker reads: 
“Preacher of the Gos-
pel of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.”

The funeral serves as 
the culmination of more 
than a week of tributes 
that included crowds 
lining the road for a 
procession from the 
mountains to Charlotte, 
where Graham grew up. 
Approximately 13,000 
people — including for-
mer presidents George 
W. Bush and Bill Clinton 
— filed past his casket 
during a public viewing 
in Charlotte this week. 
And on Wednesday, 
Graham became the first 
private citizen since 
civil rights icon Rosa 
Parks in 2005 to lie in 
honor at the Capitol 
Rotunda in Washington.

Still, loved ones said 
Graham saw himself as 
a humble preacher who 
would have been embar-
rassed by such fanfare.

And most of all, to 
Graham, Friday’s good-
bye marks an end only 
to his earthly journey.

“Do I fear death? … 
No. I look forward to 
death, with great antici-
pation,” Graham told a 
Newsweek reporter in 
2005. “I am looking for-
ward to seeing God face 
to face. And that could 
happen any day.”

Drew reported from Raleigh.

per hour on East Broad 
Avenue, and that it’s 
likely the driver tried to 
over-correct to avoid the 
pickup, and its momen-
tum — plus the collision 
— caused it to topple 
over.

Firefighters with 
the Rockingham Fire 
Department were seen 
using the spilled con-
tents of the trailer, along 
with oil dry, to contain 
the diesel fuel leakage 
from the tractor trailer. 
Chief Harold Isler esti-
mated that 50 gallons 
of fuel spilled onto the 
road. They used 10 
bags of the oil dry and 
requested 30 additional 
bags from the North 
Carolina Department of 
Transportation.

The leakage also 
forced firefighters to 
dike up the storm drains 

to keep it from contami-
nating the waterways, 
Isler said.

An eight-foot pile of 
wood chips was left 
on the side of the road 
because a backhoe that 
was called to the scene 
could not reach high 
enough to put them 
back into the truck once 
it was right-side up, 
according to Isler. He 
said a crew would be out 
today to clean up the 
wood chips for good.

The wreck also caused 
about $2,000 to a Duke 
Energy power pole, 
according to the report. 
Paxton said this likely 
occurred when the trac-
tor-trailer jumped the 
curb in front of Family 
Dollar.

The call came in at 
around 6:30 p.m. and 
the road was cleared at 
10:06 p.m., according to 
Paxton.

Reach Gavin Stone at 910-817-
2674 or gstone@yourdailyjournal.
com.
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Rollover

Authorities found the 
student, spoke with the 
parents and followed up 
before allowing the stu-
dent to return to cam-
pus. Later Wednesday, 
officers responded to a 
call of communicating 
a threat, and the caller 
said they received a 
Snapchat from a person 
who threatened students 
at the school.

Civil rights museum 
loan is forgiven

GREENSBORO (AP) 
— A civil rights muse-
um in North Carolina 
won’t have to repay a 
$1.5 million because it 
raised enough money to 
have the loan forgiven.

The News & Record 
of Greensboro reports 
the city of Greensboro 
announced Thursday 
that it has forgiven the 
loan to the International 
Civil Rights Center & 
Museum. The city had 
agreed to forgive one 
dollar of the loan for 
every dollar the museum 
raised.

Museum co-founder 
Skip Alston says he 

received an email say-
ing the museum raised 
enough money to have 
the loan cleared.

The museum honors 
the sit-in movement 
that began Feb. 1, 1960, 
when four black fresh-
men at North Carolina 
A&T State University 
refused to leave the 
whites-only lunch coun-
ter at the Woolworth 
store. The museum 
opened in 2010.

Dog saves man’s life 
by barking at house 
fire

SHAWBORO (AP) — 
A North Carolina man 

says his dog saved his 
life by waking him from 
a nap and barking when 
his home caught fire.

Adrian Woodley tells 
The Daily Advance of 
Elizabeth City that his 
dog Shadow growled 
and barked on the after-
noon of Feb. 21. The 
48-year-old Woodley 
says Shadow jumped out 
of bed but stopped at 
the curtain that divided 
the bedroom from the 
rest of the mobile home 
in Currituck County.

Woodley heard break-
ing and cracking sounds 
and then saw smoke in 
the hallway when he 

moved the curtain back.
He and Shadow 

escaped the mobile 
home, which was 
destroyed. Woodley says 
Shadow, who is several 
months old, is his hero.

Remains belong to 
woman missing for 
10 years

LAWNDALE (AP) — 
Remains found by hunt-
ers have been identified 
as those of a woman 
missing from a North 
Carolina assisted living 
facility for a decade.

Local media out-
lets report that rabbit 
hunters found human 

remains two weeks ago 
in Cleveland County. 
This week, the remains 
were identified as those 
of Mouy Tang.

Tang was 46 when she 
wandered away from 
Unique Living assisted 
care in Lawndale in Sep-
tember 2008. 

The remains were 
found less than a mile 
from that facility, where 
Tang had been living for 
16 years. 

She had been diag-
nosed with schizophre-
nia and diabetes.

Authorities are treat-
ing the case as an acci-
dental death.

From page 3A

Briefs


